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working of the mints in the earlier stages of Greek civilisation was directed by the priesthood, they were ipso facto raised above the rivalry of political factions, and as every man whose mother tongue was Greek was expected, on occasion, to honour any of the national deities, so would their ministers be reluctant to dishonour any of the worshippers. Only victories over Barbarians could, therefore, be alluded to on the public coinage, e.g., in the case of the "Damareteion," over the Carthaginians; or over the Etruscans, by means of the pistrix on transitional tetradrachms of Syracuse.
I have said before that the favourite interpretation of the seated figure as the Demos of Ehegium had been seriously objected to, so far as I know, once only. The objection was raised by Head, who says13: " The seated figure is usually thought to personify the Demos of Ehegium. For my own part I am inclined to look upon him as a divinity of the nature of Agreus or Aristaeus, the patron of rural life and pursuits. The shepherd's dog, the duck, and the crow, frequently seen under or beside his seat, would thus stand in some sort of intimate relation to the main type j whereas, if the figure is Demos, they must be regarded merely as adjunct symbols unconnected with the principal figure/'
There is no doubt that the adjunct symbols of these coins are disposed in such a manner as to connect them directly with the main type, so that the one should not be judged apart from the other. To do so would, in the case of such early coins, be at least as unwarranted as, for instance, in that of the coins of Pandosia and Epidaurus, where we cannot separate the dog, or the
' * Hist Num., p. 94.